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March 25th MAC Tech Session and Judging 
School 

Jack Evans Chevrolet, Front Royal, 
VA 

April 6th - 8th Western Regional  

 Laughlin Nevada 

April 29th MAC Tech Session and Judging 
school 

Zip Products, Richmond, VA 

May 4th – 6th Heartland Regional 

Newton, Iowa 

May 20th MAC Road Tour 

Destination TBD 

June 10th MAC Judging meet and 

35TH Anniversary Celebration 

Shippensburg PA 
July 1st Departure National Road Tour 

Carlisle PA 

July 9th – 13th National Convention 

San Antonio TX 

August 10th – 12th Pittsburgh Tri - State Regional 

Altoona PA 

August 24th - 27th 

August 26th 

Corvettes at Carlisle 

Annual Strawmyre, Hair Picnic 

September 7th – 9th Northwest Regional 

Redmond Oregon 

September Date TBD Corvette Day 

Sully Historic Site in Chantilly, VA 

October 21st MAC Tech Session 

Location TBD 

October 25TH – 28TH Texas Regional 

Frisco TX 

November 4TH MAC Annual Meeting 

Dulles Courtyard, Chantilly VA 

    

    
    
    

MAC Schedule of Events 
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MAC Membership 
Patricia Kropac 

 

Welcome New Members:  For detailed contact information on new members, 

please contact Patricia at kropac@aol.com. 

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new members.  Our chapter has 

been growing and striving to meet new challenges since 1982.  Our members 

come from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on restorations, some 

with knowledge of Corvette history and some who just enjoy taking an occasional 

drive on a Sunday afternoon.  Whatever your interests may be, please take some 

time to mark your calendar with our upcoming events and activities.  As always, 

we look forward to seeing you and your family attending MAC events (your car or 

cars to be included of course).  Should you have any membership questions, 

please call Patricia Kropac at (804)3871435, email kropac@aol.com or contact any 

MAC officer. 

New Members since the last Signal Seeker:   

Greg Welsh, Brookeville, MD; Pete Fineran, Bowie, MD; Bruce Smith, Warminster, PA;  

Don Hooper, Northridge, CA.  (moving to VA soon)  Andrew Cabral, North Reading MA.  

Al Clapps, Williamsport PA; Bruce Troxell, Spotsylvania, VA 

 

     Mike McCagh's ‘57 Fuelie 
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2017 MAC Board of Directors 
 

 

Elected officers  

Chairman    Jerry Duffy             duffey302@cox.net 

Vice Chairman   Jim Board             jboard@cox.net 

Treasurer    Ed Szeliga                                         edszeliga@comcast.net  

Secretary    Jim Cella              jamesinyork@comcast.net  

Judging Chairman              Sam Neide                                    sam.neide@verizon.net  

 

Regional Directors 

Northeastern    Steve Ferry    steve.ferry@verizon.net 

Southeastern    Ken Hartzog                       corvette6976@cox.net 

Southwestern    Bob Baird              envcons@comcast.net 

Northwestern    Ron Wilson               wilball@comcast.net 

 

Appointed Board Members 

Charitable Activities          Ellen and K.C. Strawmyre             suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com 

Historian    VACANT 

Membership Manager  Patricia Kropac   kropac@aol.com 

Merchandise LINK              On Line at:      see link on MAC web site  

Nat’l Corvette Museum   Richard Kropac   kropac@aol.com   

NCRS Chapter Awards Rep Martha Baird    envcons@comcast.net 

Personal Property Manager  Bob Baird    envcons@comcast.net 

Signal Seeker Editor   Jim Hofferbert   hofferje@comcast.net 

Signal Seeker Pub. & Dist.   Larry Negley &Ron Wilson  larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us 

          wilball@comcast.net 

Technical Advisors   Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net 

          turnerjt63@comcast.net 

Website Manager   Gary Wilkerson   gary.wilkerson@comcast.net 
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Message from the Chair / Jerry Duffey 

 

Hi MAC Members,  

         I would also like to 
remind members of the Mac Store on the MAC- website. There you can purchase MAC apparel. It seems they 
can get just about anything with a MAC LOGO. I have heard from MAC members the merchandise is quite 
nice and reasonably priced.  

     The Chapter Judging meet and 35th anniversary party is coming up on the 10th of June at Courtyard Ship-
pensburg PA. The 35th anniversary party at KC and Sue Strawmyre’s.  Further information is at the MAC web 
site, National web site and in this issue of the Signal Seeker.  

If you haven’t heard the news, Jim and Diane Hofferbert are moving to South Carolina. The move will get 
them closer to their family.  Jim and Diane have served in many positions including Vice Chairman and Sig-
nal Seeker Editor.  They contributed a large amount of their time to the MAC.  Jim volunteers for just about 
everything and will be missed.  

I hope to see every one at our events this year. 

Jerry Duffey  

Signal Seeker Editor’s Message                           
by Jim Hofferbert 
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Rumor has it that Diane and I are moving to Rock Hill, SC, just across 

the border from Charlotte, NC.  Well, the rumors are true!  Diane, to 

my great joy, has finely decided to quit working all together and retire 

for real!  JOY!  JOY!  Taxes, housing, and the general cost of living 

are much lower there than here in Northern Virginia. 

As many of you know our daughter and Son-in-law live in that area.  Our son, Jason, is leaving the Air Force 

and relocating to the Charlotte area with his family.  For the first time in over 15 years we’ll be within one 

hour of our children and grandchildren.  Oh what joy!! 

Although some of you may think this is “good-by”,  It’s not.  I’m still a MAC member and will be at least 

through 2018.  I guess that takes us to the Altoona Regional.  There’s still Carlisle, the Regionals, and the Na-

tionals.  I’ll see you there.  (I’m planning to attend Jack Evans at the end of March)  

The problem arises when it comes to editing the Signal Seeker.  I’ll be unable to attend all the chapter events 

(although I will try to make some).  Someone really needs to take my place.  The job really isn’t that hard.  

And it’s FUN.  I’ll help all I can during the transition; however, someone needs to step up and help Jerry find a 

replacement.  Time is of the essence.  We’re moving soon, and the chapter needs your help.  Thanks! 

See you around, 

Jim Hofferbert 

The weather is getting warmer and we are getting ready for the start of fantastic 
activities in the MAC. Tech sessions, judging and judging schools, Corvette day, 
Road Tours and get-togethers.   Make sure you keep your calendar up to date.  

    For members not aware, our new Pay-Pal, Credit card fee payment process is 
up and running.  You can go to the NCRS web–site click on News and infor-
mation to go to any MAC activity to pay fees on line.  



National Corvette Museum Ambassador’s Report 

By Richard Kropac 

Greetings MAC Members! 
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COMING  

 

SOON   

Richard is our new National Corvette Museum ambassador 

and is still in the process of transitioning.   



1966 Rocker Molding Brackets – Three or six? 
Donald Harris and Gary Beaupre 

Back in May of 2016 Gary Beaupre started a thread on the NCRS Technical Discussion Board with what 
would seem a fairly simple question. His question was “Does anyone know when in the 1966 model year the 
number of birdcage (door sill frame) brackets that attach the rocker panels changed from 6 to 3 per side?” 

 
Gary further noted that the latest edition of the 1966 Technical In-
formation Manual and Judging Guide says 6 per side; however, the 
1966 AIM shows three per side on UPC 1 ASM sheet F4 (revised 
11-11-65) (Figure 1). 
 
Gary’s objective was to determine as best he could the date this 
change was implemented during the 1966 production. Also, hope-
fully for this information to be incorporated in a future revision of 
the 1966 Technical Information Manual and Judging Guide. 
 
Based on this and pictures Gary had from previous research he had 
done on frame stencils, Gary surmised that the changeover from six 
to three brackets likely happened in the October – November 1965 
time frame. 

 
 

 

Figure 1 

To add to the confusion, AIM UPC 1 BOLT WELD sheet A1 
(Figure 2), which is the index page for the series of ‘A’ sheets 
shows six brackets and indicates sheet A4 is the details for this in-
formation. What we found is that most if not all 1966 AIM copies 
being sold are missing sheets A3 and A4.  

 

Another point to note is that original side exhaust optioned cars 
do not have these brackets. The brackets were welded to the bot-
tom of the birdcage to hold the under car exhaust rocker molding 
along the bottom edge, and the brackets interfere with installa-
tion of side exhaust.  
 
I got involved with the thread since I was in the midst of restor-
ing my 1966 coupe. Some previous owner had install side ex-
haust on my coupe, and to do this installation is it necessary to 
either cut off the rocker molding brackets or bend them out of 
the way so that they do not interfere with the side exhaust instal-
lation. In my case, the brackets had been cut off, so it was neces-
sary to weld new brackets in place. Since my car originally had 
six bracket per side, I asked John Herold, who did the body work 
and painting, to reinstall six brackets per side. 

                   Figure 2 

 

Gary’s thread got a good response from 1966 owners who provided information about their cars, including 
VIN, body build date from the Trim Tag, whether their car is a convertible or coupe, and the number of rocker 
molding brackets (per side). However, knowing that the NCRS Technical Discussion Board attracts a very 
small percentage of NCRS members, I offered to canvas Mid Atlantic Chapter members who own 1966s and 
contribute to Gary’s effort. Gary also suggested placing an ad in the NCRS Driveline, which I did, and we got 
a few more responses as a result. 
 
Gary was also very fortunate to have another NCRS member (Bill Wilhelm) contact him who has an original 
GM 1966 AIM. He provided a copy of the missing page UPC 1 BOLT WELD sheet A4 (Figure 3). The revi-
sion section of this sheet calls out removal of brackets on the drawing and has a revision date of 11-11-1965.  
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Figure 3 

As a result of these efforts Gary and I were able to get the 
requested information for 55 cars. The following tables 
summarize the information for these cars. We recognize 
that 55 cars out of the total 27,720 Corvettes produced 
for the 1966 model year is a small number, however, 
there are some fairly clear implications. Looking at the 
information for St. Louis built bodies, the change most 
likely took place in mid-November of 1965, in line with 
the sheet revision date.  
 
For A.O. Smith built bodies, it appears that the change 
was implemented mid to late December 1965. Why a 
month later? The John Hinckley article ‘The “Other” 
Corvette Body Builder’ that was published in the June 
2006 Corvette Enthusiast magazine makes reference to 
the 500-page A.O. Smith Assembly Process document. I 
do not know from the article if this assembly process 
document was used instead of the St. Louis AIM, or was 
supplemental to the AIM. However, if changes issued 
from St. Louis engineering had to go through an engi-
neering release process at the A.O. Smith plant, then this 
could cause a delay in implementing the change. 

What is left unanswered from our research are the two anomalies in the A.O. Smith bodies. One car owner re-
ported that his A.O. Smith body has six bracket per side and a body build date of 5/15/1966. Also, my car, 
which is also an A.O. Smith body, has six bracket per side with a body build date of 7/1/1966. 
 
We would very much like to collect data for additional cars. If you are interested in sharing data for your 1966 

Corvette, please contact Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.com or Gary Beaupre at garybeaupre@comcast.net  
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MAC Signal Seeker 
 

Articles about chapter events and the members present technical subjects, and per-

sonal experiences present that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 

(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the Signal Seeker.  In addition clas-

sified advertisements may be submitted for inclusion, space permitted.  Email is the 

preferred means, but we have the ability to scan both text and pictures if you sent 

them by mail. 

 

Signal Seeker Schedule 

Issue Date   Article Due   Publish Date 

Spring   March 1   March 15   

Summer   June 1   June 15 

Fall    September 1  September 15 

Winter   December 1   December 15 

 

 

Business Card Advertising 

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 3.5 inches.  Yearly Rates:  MAC 

members; $20.00, non-members; $30.00. 

 

Commercial Advertising 

   Full Year Single Issue 

Full Page  $250.00 $65.00 

Half Page  $140.00 $35.00 

Quarter Page  $75.00 $20.00 

1/16 Page   $50.00 $15.00 

 

Member Corvette related classified “wanted and parts for sale” are free; however, 

they cannot be carried over to the next issue unless requested before the issue 

deadline.  Free advertisements should be submitted directly to the editor, not the 

treasurer.  Thanks. 
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 Your Add Here  

Mat Gautschi <CCSKINS@msn.com> 

Subject: 1963 parts 

  I am currently working on a 1963 fuel injection car 
that needs to replace the following: 

 1) - exhaust pipes and mufflers, 

 2) - rear leaf spring. 

Any comments/suggestions members could provide 
would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks in advance! 

 

Mat Gautschi <CCSKINS@msn.com> 

Subject: 1963 parts 

  I am currently working on a 1963 fuel injection car 
that needs to replace the following: 

 1) - exhaust pipes and mufflers, 

 2) - rear leaf spring. 

Any comments/suggestions members could provide 
would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks in advance! 
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2017 Florida Winter Regional 

Once again this year the Florida chapter hosted the 

first event of the 2017 season.  Meeting in Lakeland, 

the field was set and the cars were judged. 

This year began a new era for the NCRS.  A new 

division was opened for modified and non-stock 

Corvettes.  Six cars were entered and judged sepa-

rately from the flight cars.  They even held their own 

awards banquet.  These cars may not be what we are 

used to seeing, but they ARE Corvettes and they are 

beautiful. 

Again this year MAC membership was well repre-

sented.  Enjoy the pictures. 

Part of the judging field Concourse class— they may 

look stock, but... 
Closer inspection proves 

otherwise.  Still beautiful! 

More than a display—this car 

was judged.   WOW!  ☺ 

Chuck Berge standing by 

one of 116 ‘69 L88’s.  Who 

wouldn’t be happy. 

KC Strawmyre stopping long 

enough for a photo op. 

Some well deserved rest for 

those who can’t keep up with 

KC. 

Tom Doi is becoming a reg-

ular at these events.  Go 

Tom! 

Oh Yea, the cars were judged. 
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ATTENTION!!! 
 

MAC takes another 
step forward! Our 
online logo gear 
store is now open! 

 

Anyone interested in 
buying MAC logo 
gear, please give 
our new online MAC 
Apparel Store a 
try. http://
www.ncrsmac.org/ 

 

See attachments if 
you can’t find the 
button. And then 
send your feedback 
to those copied on 
this email. 
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February 20, 2017 

 
Tom Vollrath 

17350 Chatham Ct 

Jeffersonton VA 22714 

 

As required by our By-Laws, the 2016 Audit for Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) NCRS has been completed and 

I have found all transactions and balances to be in good order.  I was absolutely amazed at how meticulous our 

Treasure’s, Don Harris, stewardship has been over the last year.  MAC has been very fortunate to have had 

Don serving on the Board for the last several years.  I would also like to highlight that MAC started utilizing 

PayPal during this period.  

 

Tom Vollrath 
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter, National Corvette Restorers Society 

Membership Application and Renewal 

2017 

Name:  __________________________________ Spouse:  ____________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ___________________________________ State:  __________ Zip +4:  _______-_____ 

Home Phone:  ______-______-________                           Work/Cell:  _____-_____-________ 

Email Ad-

dress_____________________________@__________________________________ 

NCRS # (Required):  ___________    Corvettes (Year) Currently Owned: _________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___ 

 

Annual Calendar Year Dues = $25.00 if paid by December 31 

If paid after 12/31 dues = $30.00                                                                                            

Membership fee, $15.00 if paid after July 1
st
 (½ year)          

Make check payable to: 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS 

And mail to: 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS 

Patricia Kropac,  Membership manager 

3688 Quarter Mill Dr. 

Powhatan VA. 23139 
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